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Abstract

This article studies fact about nationalism among the
Chinese in Thailand, which appeared for the first time in mid-
1905, using various data sources including newspapers in
the early twentieth century and Thai-language documents. It
has four main parts. The first examines a Japanese view of the
overseas Chinese to locate a revolutionary cadre among the
overseas Chinese. The second looks at the muted reception
that Dr. Sun Yat Sen received from the overseas Chinese in
Thailand on his first visit during May-June 1903. The third traces
the rise of Chinese nationalism during the Russo-Japanese
War, highlighting the key roles of the Chinese boycott of US
goods and the foundation of the Tian Hua Hospital. The fourth
describes the split of Chinese in Thailand into conservative
and revolutionary factions around the time of Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s

second visit to Thailand in 1908.

Keywords: Chinese Nationalism, overseas Chinese in Thailand,

Sun Yat-sen, Chinese Hospital, overseas Chinese association
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' “Foreign residents in China, it is interesting to note, are finding in
the agitation a hopeful awaking of the national life. The people are coming
to resist what they believe to be a wrong done to their country, and that in
the case of a people who never give any evidence of being a nation, is
certainly signifcant.” Iaga1Afg19aLAeR LLAZAS U ATIMEN2 Ae
anigamisn
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*“The success which has attended the Japanese in their war
against Russia seems to be inspiring the ‘meek and lowly’ Chinese with an
unwonted degree of determination for the resistance of American anti-Chi-

nese legislation.” a1n Bangkok Times, 27 May 1905.

> “There was a large gathering of Chinese merchants and other
members of the Chinese community in Tan Tock Seng’s hospital, to discuss
the question of taking joint action with Shanghai in regard to American
goods and the American Chinese Exclusion Act. The meeting was repre-
sentative of every section of Chinese traders, over 200 persons being
present. A resolution was proposed by Mr.Chan Teow Nam and seconded
by Mr.Tan Hoon Chew, that the action of the Shanghai Chinese Chamber
of Commerce in deciding to boycott American traders and goods, until
such time as satisfactory amendment be made in the laws dealing with the
admission of Chinese into the United States, be approved, and that similar
action be taken by the Chinese merchants in Singapore. This resolution

was carried unanimously and it was decided to cable the decision to
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Shanghai, and also to cable to the Board of Commerce, and the Wai-wu-pu
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs) at Peking urging them to strengthen the hands
of the Chinese Minister in the matter. Action locally will be taken at once,
but will not be retrospective; all contracts made up to the present will be
carried out, but after that the boycott will be continued till such time as
alteration is made in the laws.” a1n Bangkok Times, 28 June 1905.

2 very large and enthusiastic gathering, numbering over seven
hundred Chinese, including all the Cantonese towkays and merchants,
met yesterday (23" July) afternoon at the old Chinese hospital (Kwong
Shiu) at Sam Yek.”

* “The meeting was in full accord with the sentiments expressed,
and a resolution was unanimously adopted that, from this present date, all
the Cantonese merchants and dealers pledge themselves to join their

compatriots in China and elsewhere in this movement; not to do business
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with Americans or American firms, and to cease dealing or trading in
American goods; and to forthwith instruct their agents in Hong Kong,
Shanghai and Singapore not to ship any further consignment of American
goods to them in future.”

* “\We strictly adhere American boycott and approve unanimously
your scheme. Kwong Shiu Guild”

* Bangkok Times,24 July 1905.

* “Yesterday (30 July) afternoon there was held another meeting
of Chinese, at the Temple, near Sampeng, to consider the adoption of the
American boycott. There were between four and five hundred persons
present, chiefly belonging to the ‘Kheh’ (Hakka) section of Chinese.... There
were six or seven speakers, who urged upon the audience the necessity
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of standing in with the boycott of Americans and all things American. The
principal speaker was one Lin, said to be a mandarin, and a delegate from
the central committee in China. A resolution, similar to that adopted at the
Cantonese meeting, was passed unanimously and with great enthusiasm.”

7 9191 9.5 U.8.7/2 qu‘w'ﬂﬁﬁuﬂi:ﬁuﬁuﬁ‘mwmm@au ALARIN
weNARLIARUATN AL (8 -28 @.A. 9.A. 124).

% Zou Lu, “Lin Wen Ying Shilue [Lszieiaaa4 Lin Wen Ying]” in Zou
Lu Zou Lu Quan Ji (6) Zhongguo Guomindang Shigao (4), (Taipei: Sanmin
Shuju, 1976), 1499.
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LENAATIARUATNFBLNGTY (8 -28 @.A. 5.A. 124).

% Another largely attended meeting of Chinese was held at the New
Chinese Hospital (Tian Hua Hospital Hospital), Sam Yek,yesterday, at which
further resolutions of a nature similar to those adopted at the previous
meetings, were passed. This meeting was composed of Cantonese, Swa-
tow (Teochew), Hylam (Hailam), Hakka and Hokkin (Hokkien) Chinese. It
was decided, by the Hylams, we understand, to bring influence to bear
upon household servants employed in American households in Bangkok
and persuade them to leave such employment, and upon others not to
engage themselves to Americans during the continuance of the boycott.
It was further suggested that a number of ‘inspectors’ be appointed to go
the rounds of shops etc. to mark all American goods, and to exercise a
check upon the introduction of further stocks of American commodities into
Bangkok. a1n Bangkok Times, 7 Aug.1905.
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5.A. 124).

* “Communicate all our agencies ship no American goods. Boy-

cotted strictly here by whole community. Tin Wah Hospital (Tian Hua

Hospital).”
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* Taanenunaiieninygalls, laneiamiswihyatsasusey 100 1
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* yad, 9.6 W.25/33 glasn Yeandnungamn (12 8.a. w.6. 2455 - 16
bNLEL W.A. 2456).

* Bangkok Times, 20 Sept. 1905.
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% Bangkok Times, 20-21 Oct. 1905.
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¥ “The first number of the new Chinese daily newspaper in Bangkok,
the Me-Nam Yet Poh appeared today. The editor is an ex-Mandarin from
China” a1n Bangkok Times, Oct 10, 1904.
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®Xie You Rong (#6252), “Us=sAmansmis@enunluaenu
(CREEHZES)" Fﬁ@iiﬁ.ﬂ 11 Nanyang Xuebao, 4 no.2
(1947), 40.
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NUD (FEEEHEEREL%), Uszdnruaulnunzialutlszmalng
(FREZFEBLE), (Taipei,1959), 97,190.
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(1) wds@eAuruneninud (Bangkok Times) 21T u7 6
FurAN A.A.1905 $189U1990 Tupeudas TR g iUl gyngn
i lURdSnemTsReRasi@L (the Menam Daily Press) Lazailus
sadaineALlunuvennn il lsanunsoaRayiTsde i

TN 7 Fuananla”

*"“In the early hours of this morning there was a burglary at the
office of the Chinese morning paper, the Menam Daily Press, which is
published in Bangkok. It appears that after the paper went to press, the
type was left in the forms, to be distributed this morning. In the interim,
however, some person entered the premiers from the back and made off
with the lot. The result is that tomorrow there will be no issue of the paper,
as there is hardly any type left in the office. The Police are endeavoring to
trace the type, which the Editor is sure can be identified as it is practically
all new type, and there are not many Chinese printers here who possess

so extensive an outfit of new Chinese type.”)
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